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ES 5th Grade Campout 
Mt. Mitake, Fukuin-No-Le, and Tama River (May 7-8)

The fifth graders had an absolutely wonderful time on our recent trip, 
with many of the students sharing that it was one of the absolute 
highlights of their elementary school experience!

Our adventure began on Thursday morning when we loaded into the CAJ 
bus and van and headed toward Mt. Mitake. Once we arrived, we took 
the cable car up the mountain and enjoyed a scenic hike, wrapping up 
our time at the summit with a special moment of prayer together. 
Afterward, we made our way down to our lodging at Fukuin-No-Ie, where 
we enjoyed a delicious dinner, gathered around a cozy campfire for 
s'mores, and ended the evening with devotion and worship time.

The next day started bright and early with group exercises, followed by 
morning worship and devotions in the chapel. We then took a short, 
refreshing hike down to the Tama River to enjoy the outdoors. After 
heading back to Fukuin-no-Ie for lunch, we loaded up and made our way 
back to CAJ.

It was a beautiful time of bonding, growth, and making unforgettable 
memories together. We are so grateful for safety throughout the trip and 
for the opportunity to see the students connect so deeply with God and 
each other in nature!     - Mrs. Aban and Mrs. Johnson



ES Talent Show
May 14th
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Science Expo"The Science Expo is designed to encourage students to investigate a scientific 

topic of their choice and present their findings. It’s a great chance for them to dive 

deeper into a topic they are passionate about while developing important skills like 

research and communication. This year, the 47 students researched topics from 

the fields of chemistry, biology, engineering, and ecology. In addition to writing a 

research paper, the students created displays boards and models. The culminating 

activity was a presentation in which students shared all of their work with a judge. 

Some students receive additional recognition for their work. Two students, Mel 

Kawakami and Yushin Ro, received the highest award for Overall Achievement. An 

additional award was given to two students for the Most Creative Displays: Ayumi 

Howard and Yuka Goto. This was the final year for Mrs. Hershberger and Mr. Van 

Dam to lead this event together. They’re so pleased with the student’s effort and 

enthusiasm which made this a memorable event. Everyone should feel really proud 

of all they accomplished."         -Mrs. Hershberger

5/23/26 Certificate of Creativity

Yushin R.

Ayumi H.
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Yuka G.

Certificate of Achievement



Wall of Honor

Wall of Honor #3: May 2026

Grade 6:
Lael M – Encouragement, Tapsee T – Service, Psalm S – Leadership, Yoichi K – Kindness, Kent A 
– Kindness.

Grade 7:
Jonah C – Collaboration, Yu Ching K – Kindness, Leah O – Diligence.

Grade 8:
Yuya B – Perseverance, Max B – Joyfulness, Anna H – Perseverance, Timothy J – Leadership, 
Tak K – Humility, Karin M – Service, Erendir R – Service, Raye S – Integrity. (Yuto H and Joe Z 
also honored from Wall of Honor #2)



8th Grade Extravaganza E^2

The 8th Grade Extravaganza is a 
project in which all 8th graders must 
produce the fruits of their toils 
throuhout middle school. This is done 
on various cardboards , which are 
artistically manufactured and then 
presented to a teacher. From May 
19th-22nd these boards fill the Atrium 
and 2nd Floor hallways of the 
building. 

Every 8th grader is required to include 
various items from core subjects and 
is encouraged to incorporate material 
from side quest classes. Lastly there is 
the option for those of musical 
acumen to showcase part of their 
growth and learning by performing on 
stage. 

The extravaganza was hard becauser we had to really think about 
how we grew. The main point wasn't to show off our best works 
but how we've grown in various through the hard and the easy. 
The presentation to the judge was stressful but it was a lot easier 
than I thought it was going to be. Overall the hardest part was 
thinking about which pieces truly showed how you had grown.
- Timothy J

The overall process of extravaganza was quite enjoyable. The final 
presentation wasn't as difficult as I expected compared to 7th 
grade science expo. No research was needed, just reminiscing 
about your middle school career.
- Moses L

Extravaganza was a great opportunity for me to reflect on my 
growth academically, spiritually, and socially. I was glad I got to 
talk to tachers, parents, and students about it and share  my 
experiance with them. 
- Joshua M



Formal Date: May 23rd, 2026



TALent SHow
Senior

Friday May 29th @6pm
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